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N Ho-Chunk Nation Education Department 
Employee Spotlight: Diane Rave

Elena Terry Bringing Tall Grass 
Restaurant to Downtown Madison

The Ho-Chunk Nation Education 
Department is proud to shine the spotlight 
on Diane Rave, our dedicated Financial 
Aid Administrator for the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Higher Education Division.

Diane plays a vital role in supporting 
our students as they navigate the financial 
side of their educational journeys. With 
patience, knowledge, and a great sense 
of humor, she helps make complex 
financial aid processes feel a little 
less overwhelming—and a lot more 
manageable. Whether she’s answering 
questions, tracking down details, or 
guiding students step-by-step, Diane is 
always focused on student success.

What truly sets Diane apart is her 
genuine care for our Ho-Chunk Students. 
She understands that education changes 
lives, families, and communities, and she 
brings that understanding into her work 
every single day. Her commitment helps 
ensure that Ho-Chunk students can focus 
on learning, growing, and achieving their 
goals.

Outside of work, Diane is known for 

her warm personality, quick wit, and 
willingness to lend a helping hand.

Thank you, Diane, for all you do to 
support our students and strengthen the 
future of the Ho-Chunk Nation!

 

Kaili Berg
Ho-Chunk chef and advocate 

Elena Terry is preparing to open 
a new restaurant, Tall Grass, 
inside the Madison Museum of 
Contemporary Art later this year. 

The cafe-style space on 
State Street will bring together 
local ingredients, Indigenous 
food values, and opportunities 
for community learning and 
employment. 

Terry recently spoke with the 
Hocak Worak about the journey to 
opening the restaurant, the vision 
behind Tall Grass, and what it 
means to create an Indigenous-led 
space in downtown Madison.

This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity. 

Can you tell me what inspired 
you to open a restaurant 
inside the Madison Museum of 
Contemporary Art?

They actually approached me 
about it. Before that, I had been in 
negotiations with the Ho-Chunk 
Nation for over two years, but we 
couldn’t come to an agreement on 
things that were really important 
to me, like permanent employment 
for participants in my Wild Berries 

program, focusing on Indigenous 
producers, and responsible 
sourcing. 

Those were things I didn’t want 
to compromise on. This work 
has been my life for a long time, 
and I didn’t want to dilute that 
just to open a restaurant. After 
talking with our board of directors, 
we decided to rescind those 
negotiations.

At that point, we really needed 
a brick-and-mortar space. We had 
put everything on hold trying to 
work something out, and in the 
end we were left with nothing. 
I wanted to make sure that all 
the progress I had made with my 
nonprofit and personal mission 
wouldn’t be dissolved just to have 
a restaurant.

When MMoCA approached 
me, it was completely different. 
Everything I had been asking for 
in negotiations before, they already 
assumed would be part of the 
partnership. It was the first time I 
walked into a space and felt truly 
supported, not just as a person 
of color, but as a woman in this 
industry. 

How would you describe the 

vision for the restaurant in your 
own words?

I was awarded the Taproot 
Fellowship in 2025 through the 
Alliance for California Traditional 
Arts (ACTA). It’s a national 
fellowship for traditional artists, 
and I was nominated as a chef, 
something that had never happened 
before. It acknowledged culinary 
arts as a real art form and me as a 
traditional knowledge keeper. We 
fight for visibility all the time in 
this industry, and that meant a lot. 
Continued on Page 9

Elena Terry, Executive Chef of 
MMoCA’s new restaurant Tall 
Grass, speaks with MMoCA’s 
Gabriele Haberland Director, Paul 
Baker Prindle in the space that will 
become Tall Grass.
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Representatives from the Ho-Chunk Nation Attend 
the Otoe-Missouria Winter Encampment for 
Reunification and Exchange Traditional Games 

Representatives from the Ho-
Chunk Nation Attend the Otoe-
Missouria Winter Encampment 
for Reunification and Exchange 
Traditional Games 

The Ho-Chunk Nation was 
honored to visit our relatives 
of the Otoe-Missouria Tribe of 
Indians. We were grateful to 
accept their invitation to attend 
the Otoe-Missouria January 17 
Winter Encampment in Newkirk, 
OK and to arrive a day early to 
exchange our traditional games.

We were warmly welcomed 

with a delicious meal, meaningful 
words shared between both 
tribes, and the exchange of gifts 
and games. The games played 
were moccasin, kasu, indian 
dice game, and hand games. The 
Winter Encampment included 
gourd dance and soldier dance, 
and we were proud to have one of 
our own, DJ Scott, serve as Head 
Male Dancer—another special 
way for the Ho-Chunk Nation to 
be represented.

While some have attended in 
the past, for many of us this was a 

new experience. Through shared 
stories and games, we were 
reminded of how much we have 
in common. Knowing that we 
were once one people at one time 
in our history made this gathering 
a powerful reunification. We hope 
the ties we continue to build grow 
stronger and are cherished for 
generations to come.

We thank the Otoe-Missouria 
Tribe for the wonderful 
hospitality during our short visit. 
We look forward to seeing you all 
again soon.
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Attention: The Next Deadline of the 
Hoca\k Worak will be February 20th which will be

 published on February 27th. Please contact 
Hoca\k Worak at ext. 11004 if you have a change of 

address or would like to be placed 
on the mailing list.

The Hocak Worak is a periodical published twice monthly by the Ho-Chunk Nation. Editorials and articles appearing
in the Hocak Worak are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or attitude of the
Hocak Worak staff or the Ho-Chunk Nation. 

The Hocak Worak encourages the submission of letters to the Editor. All letters must include the signature, address
and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content.

The Hocak Worak reserves the right to reject any advertising, material, or letters submitted for publication. The
submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is
published in the Hocak Worak. The Hocak Worak will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited material. 

Submissions deadlines for the Hocak Worak are by 4:30 PM. We cannot guarantee the publication of submissions
meeting these deadlines if the space is not available.  No part of this publication may be produced without express
written consent from the Editor.

EDITOR .............................. Ardith Van Riper
Administrative Assistant .... Anna Reichenbach
Reporter..............................................Kaili Berg

HOCAK WORAK NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 667, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

• PHONE: (800) 472-3089  
• FAX: (715) 284-7852 

EMAIL: newsletter@ho-chunk.com 
• ONLINE: www.ho-chunknation.com 

www.hocakworak.com
The Hocak Worak 
is a member of: 
Indigenous Journalists
Association

Highlighting Books 
at The Ho-Chunk 
Community Library
Murder on Red River is the First Novel 
in the Cash Blackbear Mystery Series

Zahay Calabrese Named 
Head Man Dancer for 
2026 National Powwow

Long term

recovery from

addiction is

possible.

IT IS POSSIBLE.

PSA
 F

R
O

M
 H

CN HEALING
 TO

 W
E

LLNESS COURT

OUR 
ANCESTORS
ARE PROOF.

Submitted by Ryan John 
Crain, Sr. 

The Ho-Chunk Community 
Library houses a collection 
of over 7,000 books and 
resources, with a significant 
emphasis on works by 
Indigenous authors. Among 
these is Murder on Red River, 
the inaugural novel in the Cash 
Blackbear mystery series. 

The narrative unfolds 
in the Red River Valley, 
along the Minnesota-North 
Dakota border, and is set in 
the 1970s amid the Vietnam 
War. The protagonist, 
Renee “Cash” Blackbear, 
is a 19-year-old Ojibwa 
woman who was raised in 
foster care following a tragic 
car accident. The Ojibwa 
people have historically 
encountered numerous 
challenges, particularly 
regarding land rights. The 
Red Lake Reservation, 
one of the largest Ojibwa 
communities, is noted for its 
resilience and commitment to 

cultural preservation, serving 
as a significant backdrop for 
the novel. Sheriff Wheaton, 
who witnessed the removal 
of three-year-old Cash from 
her family, subsequently 
becomes her guardian after 
she transitions between many 
different white foster families. 

Cash works as a truck driver 
for local farms during the 
day and is a pool shark in the 
evenings. The plot intensifies 
when Cash learns of a local 
farmer’s suspicious death, 
which attracts the attention 
of both local and federal 
authorities. Upon discovering 
that the victim was from the 
Red Lake Reservation, Cash 
collaborates with Sheriff 
Wheaton to investigate 
the case, placing herself at 
considerable risk. 

The novel addresses 
complex themes such as 
alcoholism, racism, and 
the sociopolitical context 
preceding the Indian Child 
Welfare Act (ICWA).

Kaili Berg
Zahay Calabrese of Black River Falls, 

Wisconsin, is a member of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation’s Bear Clan and will serve as Head 
Man Dancer for the National Powwow, 
July 9–12, 2026, at the Hendricks County 
4-H Fairgrounds in Danville, Indiana. 

His Ho-Chunk name translates 
to “Horse Thief.” Calabrese dances 
both Grass Dance and the Ho-Chunk 
Woodland style and is known for his 
connection to traditional lifeways, 
spending time hunting and fishing 
throughout the year. 

He invites dancers, families, and 
community members to join him and 
fellow head dancers in the arena this July.
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Sherman Funmaker 
Releases Debut Poetry 
Collection Bear Tracks

Alzheimer’s Advocacy 
Day in Madison

Kaili Berg
Ho-Chunk elder 

Sherman Funmaker 
is sharing stories 
from his life in a new 
poetry collection, Bear 
Tracks: Memories of 
a Ho-Chunk Elder, 
released February 10, 
2026.

The book brings 
together poems and 
short essays that 
reflect on family, 
identity, loss, humor, 
and growing up Ho-
Chunk. Funmaker, a 
Bear Clan elder and 
the grandson of Ho-
Chunk storyteller 
Xehachiwinga 
(Mountain Wolf 
Woman), uses writing 
to process memory and 
connection to loved 
ones.

“For me, writing is 
a form of therapy,” 
Funmaker said. “I 
write thoughts down 
and send them out to 
the universe. I miss the 
ones I loved, and when 
I write about them it 
feels good to put these 
stories onto paper. It 
allows me to visit them 
when I need to.”

The 112-page 
collection includes 
family photographs 
from different 
generations, along 
with a reader’s guide 
at the end of the book 
meant to encourage 
conversation and 
reflection.

Funmaker, who is 
from Baraboo and now 

lives in Wisconsin 
Dells, is known in the 
community not only 
as a writer, but also as 
a musician, designer, 
and mentor. After 
graduating from UW–
Baraboo, he began 
working with local 
writers and artists and 
has led storytelling 
workshops for both 
youth and adults. He 
also runs Funmaker 
Custom Clothing.

A book launch event 

will be held Friday, 
February 20 at 7 
p.m. at The Village 
Booksmith in Baraboo, 
where Funmaker will 
give a talk about the 
collection and sign 
copies.

Bear Tracks: 
Memories of a Ho-
Chunk Elder is 
available in paperback 
and e-book formats 
through bookstores and 
online retailers.

Every day.
Clean & Sober.

Grounded in Truth & Acceptance.

PSA from the HCN Healing to Wellness Court

The Ho-Chunk Nation’s 
Memory Care Coordinator, 
Pamela Gearing along with 
representatives from Jackson 
County ADRC and Interfaith 
Caregivers participated in 
Alzheimer’s Advocacy Day 
in Madison on February 3.   
Pictured are Pamela Gearing, 
Darby Rush, Shawn Callisto 
and Aaron Czappa.  Governor 
Tony Evers and his wife 
Kathy Evers were also in 
attendance.

The main objective this 
year is to pass a bill to 
create mandatory training 
on dementia for Community 
Based Residential Facilities 
(CBRFs) who promote 
memory care in their 
facilities.  Memory care is 
special and staff need to 
know how to appropriately 
care for those individuals.  
This group was able to speak 
with Senator Patrick Testin’s 
Senior Aide, expressing the 
need for this legislation.



	 NEWS / ANNOUNCEMENTS	 PAGE 5	February 13, 2026

Ho-Chunk Nation Legislative Representatives 
and Public Relations Staff Attend NATOW Gala 
to Support Native-led Tourism Across Wisconsin

Davids Reintroduces Bill to Strengthen 
Support for Native Entrepreneurs

Ho-Chunk Nation Legislative Representatives 
and Public Relations Staff Attend NATOW 
Gala to Support Native-led Tourism Across 
Wisconsin

Ho-Chunk Nation Representatives Lambert 
Cleveland Jr., Sandra Whitewing, Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle, and Stephanie Begay 
attended the NATOW Gala to support Native-
led tourism and community partnership work 
across Wisconsin.

NATOW (Native American Tourism of 
Wisconsin) continues to highlight the strength 

of Native-led tourism across Wisconsin, and we 
appreciated sharing the evening alongside Ho-
Chunk Gaming and Executive Branch PR staff.

A special moment of the night was 
recognizing Kirby Metoxen for his long-
standing leadership and years of dedication to 
elevating Native tourism work across the state. 
And we’re looking forward to what’s ahead 
with Paul Smith stepping into the Executive 
Director role with NATOW.

Pįnagigi to NATOW for bringing partners 
together in a good way.

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

From left to right: Shane Yellow Thunder (Ho-
Chunk Nation Legislature Public Relations Officer), 
Rep. Sandra Whitewing, Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle, Vice President Lambert Cleveland Jr., Missy 
Redcloud (Ho-Chunk Gaming Nekoosa), Rep. 
Stephanie Begay, Jordan Dominguez (Ho-Chunk 
Gaming Madison), Rosalind Cleveland (Ho-Chunk 
Nation Office of the President — Public Relations 
Officer), Melissa Porter (Ho-Chunk Gaming Black 
River Falls), Jessica White Wing Clark (Ho-Chunk 
Gaming Wittenberg).

DECOLONIZE
FROM THE
ALCOHOL &

DRUG GENOCIDE
PSA FROM HCN HEALING TO WELLNESS COURT

Kaili Berg
Ho-Chunk U.S. 

Representative Sharice 
Davids (D-Kansas) has 
reintroduced bipartisan 
legislation aimed at 
improving federal 
support for Native-owned 
businesses.

The Native American 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity 
Act would strengthen 
the Small Business 
Administration’s Office of 
Native American Affairs 
(ONAA), which works 
with tribal communities 

and Native business owners 
across the country. 

Davids introduced the bill 
alongside Representatives 
Eli Crane (R-Arizona), Jake 
Ellzey (R-Texas), and Kelly 
Morrison (D-Minnesota).

Native-owned small 
businesses play an important 
role in many tribal 
economies, but access to 
federal business programs 
and funding has often 
been limited. The ONAA 
currently helps connect 
Native entrepreneurs 
with SBA resources, but 

the office does not have 
permanent authorization or 
dedicated funding, which 
limits staffing and long-term 
planning.

Davids’ bill would 
formally establish the office 
in federal law and create 
an Assistant Administrator 
position within the 
SBA to oversee Native 
entrepreneurship programs. 
The legislation would also 
expand the office’s ability 
to provide grants, technical 
assistance, and training, 
Continued on Page 11
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Cloud Village Announces Availability of Affordable 
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments in Baraboo, WI

 

 

 

Open House
Tuesday, February 10th

9am-2pm
E11142 Funmaker Rd. | Baraboo

One-, Two, and Three-Bedroom 

Apartments Now Available

Schedule an appointment today.
608-963-1238

cloudvillage@horizondbm.com

Utilities, parking, and additional storage included! 
Apartments feature in-unit laundry, modern finishes, and a patio or

balcony. Community offers abundant amenities, including a basketball
and pickleball court, a community room, and a playground.

Income Restrictions Apply

Baraboo, WI — Cloud Village, a 
thoughtfully designed residential 
community in Baraboo, Wisconsin, is 
pleased to announce the availability 
of its spacious and modern 1, 2, and 
3-bedroom apartments.

Proudly built by the Ho-Chunk 
Nation, Cloud Village reflects a deep 
commitment to quality housing, 
community connection, and long-
term sustainability.

On Tuesday, February 10th, Cloud 
Village will be hosting an event to 

apply for an apartment. If you are 
interested in setting up an application 
appointment, please call 608-963-
1238.

Situated in a peaceful, scenic part 
of Baraboo, Cloud Village blends 
contemporary living with cultural 
pride. The community was developed 
with residents in mind, offering 
abundant amenities, comfortable floor 
plans, and a welcoming environment 
for families, professionals, and 
community members of all ages.

Each home features modern 
finishes, energy-efficient appliances, 
ample natural light, and open-concept 
living spaces. Utilities, heated, 
underground parking, and additional 
storage are available at no cost to the 
residents.

Cloud Village offers a wide range 
of community amenities for residents 
to enjoy, crafted to enhance quality of 
life, including:

• Basketball Court
• Pickleball Court

• Playground
• Large Community Room
Cloud Village is currently accepting 

applications for all floor plans. Those 
interested in joining this growing 
residential community. Cloud Village 
is an affordable housing community; 
income restrictions apply.

For leasing information, tours, or 
questions:

Phone: 608-963-1238
Email: cloudvillage@horizondbm.

com
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PSA from HCN Healing to Wellness Court 

Sober
Anniversary

CELEBRATE
YOUR  

LIKE A 

Birthday
EVERY YEAR
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Joyce Ann Penland
May 4, 1940 – January 29, 2026

Joyce Penland, Wiirakara 
“Guarding Stars”, age 85, of 
Poynette, Wisconsin, walked on 
Thursday, January 29, 2026.

Funeral services will be held 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 
12:00 P.M. at Conway-Picha 
Funeral Home in Lyndon 
Station, Wisconsin with Clayton 
Winneshiek officiating. Burial will 
be at Poynette Hillside Cemetery. 
Visitation will be held at Conway 
Picha Funeral Home on Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon.

Joyce was born May 4, 1940 in 
Tomah, Wisconsin the daughter 
of Willis and Eureka (Decorah) 
Winneshiek.

She is survived by her sons, 
Curtis (Lynn) Penland Jr., Michael 
(Roxanne) Penland, Joseph 
(Renee) Penland; daughters, 
Debra (Donald) Morgan and 
Deanna Penland; brothers, Edward 
(Phyllis) Winneshiek and Anthony 

(Connie) Winneshiek, along with 
15 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. She is preceded 
in death by her parents, husband 
Everett, daughter Patricia, sister 
Ida Whitebear and grandson Jacob 
Morgan.

 

 

Are you a Medicaid Purchase Plan 
recipient?  

Did you receive a packet of information to reapply? 

Did you miss your application deadline? 

Did you lose eligibility for Non-Payment of Premium? 

MAPP eligibility will end for members who have not paid their 
December 2025 premium. 

You can renew online through Access at: 
https://access.wi.gov/  

by phone or in person at your local agency  

or by calling your  

 
Ph: 715-284-7749 

When MMoCA approached 
me, they said they saw my 
value as an artist. That’s one 
of the big reasons I chose 
this partnership.

The restaurant will be 
called Tallgrass, named 
after the tallgrass prairie 
ecosystem that ends in this 
region. We chose it to honor 
the land and the traditional 
area. It reflects my work 
with Wild Berries and our 
responsibility as stewards of 
the land.

Can you share some 
dishes or ingredients 
people can expect?

Not just yet. We’re still 

in the equipment and 
procurement phase. I’m a 
baker and a trained butcher, 
so those will be strong 
focuses. We’ll have fresh 
pastries using ingredients 
like squash flour and wild 
rice flour. Indigenous 
flavors will be present, but 
it won’t be an exclusively 
decolonized menu. There 
will also be a bar with 
specialty cocktails and a 
strong emphasis on local 
producers.

Right now, I’m meeting 
with growers and suppliers 
to figure out what 
ingredients I can sustainably 
source. Once I know what I 

can get in reliable quantities, 
I’ll finalize the menu. We’ll 
be changing it seasonally 
to respect sourcing and 
sustainability.

Will there be 
opportunities for youth or 
community members to 
train or work there?

Yes, absolutely. I do a 
lot of work with the James 
Beard Foundation as a 
Legacy Network Mentor. 
I was part of the first 
cohort, supporting BIPOC 
culinarians. One of my 
mentees is the Texas Tribal 
Bison Project, which is a 
food chain supplier. Through 
a stage (internship) program 

sponsored by Heinz, I’ll be 
able to bring BIPOC chefs 
to train with me once the 
restaurant opens.

We’ll also be doing 
rooftop catering at the 
museum, which allows for 
permanent but not full-time 
employment for people in 
my program. They can work 
special events like weddings 
and catering jobs. That was 
one of my biggest requests, 
that this space could provide 
permanent employment 
opportunities for people I’ve 
worked with. This restaurant 
will be an environment for 
learning and growth. It’s a 
dream come true to finally 

have a home base after years 
of operating Wild Berries 
without one.

How has your journey 
as a chef prepared you for 
this moment?

I didn’t start out as a chef. 
I worked in tribal politics 
and advocacy for 12 years. I 
have a degree in philosophy 
and political science and 
served as a tribal legislator 
briefly. When that wasn’t 
the right path for me, I 
went back to what I loved, 
restaurants. I worked three 
jobs as a single mom, six 
days a week, and I loved it.

I managed both Famous 
Continued on Page 12

Continued from Page 1
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State of the Tribes Address Calls for Stronger 
Government-to-Government Partnership

Ho-Chunk President Jon Greendeer 
Discusses ICE Activity in WPR Interview

On February 10, at the Wisconsin 
State Capitol, Chairwoman Nicole 
Boyd (Red Cliff Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians) delivered 
the State of the Tribes Address, 
calling for stronger government-to-
government partnership and continued 
work to protect Wisconsin’s lands and 
waters.

Ho-Chunk Nation leadership was in 
attendance. Veterans Martie Simmons 

and Dawson McAndrew helped bring 
in the flags, and Winnebago Sons 
singer Kurt Greendeer represented the 
Nation on the drum.

The State of the Tribes Address 
welcome members of Wisconsin’s 
11 federally recognized Tribes 
and highlights key issues affecting 
Indigenous communities across the 
state.

Kaili Berg
Reports of Native American 

citizens being stopped 
by federal immigration 
enforcement in Minnesota 
are rippling across tribal 
communities in Wisconsin, 
including the Ho-Chunk 
Nation.

In an interview on WPR’s 
Wisconsin Today, Ho-
Chunk Nation President Jon 
Greendeer said the stories are 
“disheartening” and called 
it “ironic” that Indigenous 
people are being questioned 
about their citizenship on their 
own homelands. 

Greendeer said what he’s 
hearing from Ho-Chunk tribal 
members isn’t mild worry, it’s 
fear.

“They’re not concerned, 
they’re scared,” Greendeer 
told WPR. “When someone 
lives like this, they’re not 
going to be living their best 
life. This is not a safe America 
the way ICE has presented 
themselves.” 

Greendeer emphasized that 
many Native people carry 

what he described as “triple 
citizenship”, as U.S. citizens, 
state residents, and citizens of 
their tribal nation. His advice 
to tribal members traveling 
into areas with active 
enforcement is practical is to 
carry legal identification, stay 
calm, and know your rights.

“We don’t have to justify 
who we are to any further 
extent than what our legal IDs 
would provide,” Greendeer 
said. 

Asked why Native 
citizens might be swept into 
immigration enforcement at 
all, Greendeer said profiling 
and a lack of understanding 
about tribal nations are part 
of the problem. In his view, 
Indigenous people can match 
the “phenotype” agents 
believe they’re looking for, 
and some officers may not 
understand tribal identity or 
documentation. 

Greendeer said he has not 
seen federal agencies reaching 
out to tribal leadership to 
prevent wrongful stops. He 
also voiced strong opposition 

to cooperation with ICE, 
describing what he sees as 
an ideological agenda rather 
than a narrowly targeted 
immigration effort. 

He also pointed to concerns 
with local law enforcement 
partnerships that can expand 
immigration enforcement. 

In Wisconsin, some 
departments have entered 
into 287(g) agreements that 
authorize local officers to 
assist with immigration 
enforcement, and Greendeer 
said tribal governments 
weren’t consulted before 
some counties signed on. 

Looking ahead, Greendeer 
said tribal leaders need a 
clearer, united demand for 
how the federal government 
engages with tribes and tribal 
citizens. He also argued state 
and local governments have 
authority and responsibility 
to protect residents’ safety 
and rights, and he urged 
Wisconsin leaders to 
prepare for how federal 
enforcement could show up in 
communities.

“The Indigenous peoples 
across the United States 
and South America have 
seen this very thing happen 
before,” Greendeer said. 

“We know exactly how this 
ends, and it doesn’t end well 
for the perpetrators who are 
infringing on the rights of 
American citizens.” 
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SUMMONS 
(First Publication) 

 
IN THE HO-CHUNK NATION TRIAL COURT 

 
 

Ho-Chunk Nation Child Support Agency and HCN Child and Faimly, Petitioner, v. Sierra 
Mckee, Respondent.  
 

Case No.: CS 25-02 
 
 

 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED: Garrette T. Montanye 
 
 You are hereby informed that you have been deemed an interested party in this child 
support action.  This legal notice of the filed Petition for Child Support is now served upon you 
by publication.  A proceeding concerning the above-named child is pending in the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Trial Court, and an adjudication will be made. 
   

You have twenty (20) days from the date of service to respond to the Petition for Child Support. 
Failure to do so will cause the Court to proceed without your participation, which may result in 
the entry of a Default Judgment against you.  An Answer (response) shall be filed with the court 
at the address given below, and must be served on all parties to the action.  The Court shall 
convene an Initial Child Support Hearing as permitted by CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT CODE, 
4 HCC § 7.28. 
 

The court shall commence a proceeding no sooner than twenty-five (25) days from the date of 
service.  The Initial Child Support Hearing  shall be held at 2:00 p.m. CDT on the 7th day of 
April, 2026. The Court also provides notice of the potential of being held in contempt of court:  
 

NOTICE- VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER IS SUBJECT TO PROCEEDINGS FOR 
CONTEMPT OF COURT.  SUBPOENAS:  THE FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH A 
SUBPOENA SHALL SUBJECT THE PERSON FAILING TO COMPLY TO THE 
CONTEMPT POWER OF THE COURT.  THE COURT MAY FIND ANY PARTY TO 
THIS MATTER IN CONTEMPT OF COURT FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR AT A 
COURT HEARING OR FOR FAILURE TO FOLLOW COURT ORDERS.  

 
The Trial Court is physically located at Wa Ehi Hocira, W9598 Highway 54 East, Black River Falls, 
(Jackson County) Wisconsin.  The Trial Court’s mailing address is P.O. Box 70, Black River Falls, WI 
54615.  The telephone number is (715) 284-2722, or toll free 800-434-4070, and the facsimile number is 
(715) 284-3136. 
 

SUMMONS 
(First Publication) 

 
IN THE HO-CHUNK NATION TRIAL COURT 

 
 

Ho-Chunk Nation Child Support Agency And Carli Roth, Petitioner, v. Corwin Roth Jr, 
Respondent.  
 

Case No.: CS 25-07 
 
 

 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED: Corwin M. Roth Jr. 
 
You are hereby informed that you have been named as an interested party in the above-captioned 
child support action. The publication of this legal notice satisfies the service requirements under 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 5. This case is pending in the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Trial Court, and a judgment will be issued. 
   
You have twenty (20) days from the last date of service by publication to file an Answer to this 
Summons and the Petition for Child Support. Failure to respond to this action will cause the Court 
to proceed without your participation, which may result in the entry of a Default Judgment against 
you. Your Answer (response) must be filed with the court at the address given below and must be 
served on all the opposing parties listed above or their attorney of record. 
 
The Court shall convene an Initial Child Support Hearing as permitted by CHILD SUPPORT 
ENFORCEMENT CODE, 4 HCC § 7.28, no sooner than twenty (20) days from the date of service. 
The Initial Child Support Hearing  shall be held at 1:30 p.m. CDT on the 12th  day of March, 
2026. 
 
The Trial Court is physically located at Wa Ehi Hocira, W9598 Highway 54 East, Black River Falls, 
(Jackson County) Wisconsin. The Trial Court’s mailing address is P.O. Box 70, Black River Falls, WI 
54615. Documents may also be filed electronically at courtfilings@ho-chunk.com. The telephone number 
is (715) 284-2722, or toll free 800-434-4070, and the facsimile number is (715) 284-3136. 
 

SUMMONS 
(First Publication) 

 
IN THE HO-CHUNK NATION TRIAL COURT 

 
 

Ho-Chunk Nation Child Support Agency And Jaime A. Lopez, Petitioner, v. Jody F. White 
Eagle, Respondent.  
 

Case No.: CS 25-11 
 
 

 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED: Jody F. White Eagle 
 
 You are hereby informed that you have been deemed an interested party in this child 
support action.  This legal notice of the filed Petition for Child Support is now served upon you 
by publication.  A proceeding concerning the above-named child is pending in the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Trial Court, and an adjudication will be made. 
   

You have twenty (20) days from the date of service to respond to the Petition for Child Support. 
Failure to do so will cause the Court to proceed without your participation, which may result in 
the entry of a Default Judgment against you.  An Answer (response) shall be filed with the court 
at the address given below, and must be served on all parties to the action.  The Court shall 
convene an Initial Child Support Hearing as permitted by CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT CODE, 
4 HCC § 7.28. 
 

The court shall commence a proceeding no sooner than twenty-five (25) days from the date of 
service.  The Initial Child Support Hearing  shall be held at 10 a.m. CST on the 31st day of 
March, 2026. The Court also provides notice of the potential of being held in contempt of court:  
 

NOTICE- VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER IS SUBJECT TO PROCEEDINGS FOR 
CONTEMPT OF COURT.  SUBPOENAS:  THE FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH A 
SUBPOENA SHALL SUBJECT THE PERSON FAILING TO COMPLY TO THE 
CONTEMPT POWER OF THE COURT.  THE COURT MAY FIND ANY PARTY TO 
THIS MATTER IN CONTEMPT OF COURT FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR AT A 
COURT HEARING OR FOR FAILURE TO FOLLOW COURT ORDERS.  

 
The Trial Court is physically located at Wa Ehi Hocira, W9598 Highway 54 East, Black River Falls, 
(Jackson County) Wisconsin.  The Trial Court’s mailing address is P.O. Box 70, Black River Falls, WI 
54615.  The telephone number is (715) 284-2722, or toll free 800-434-4070, and the facsimile number is 
(715) 284-3136. 
 

Legal Notice 
RFP 

 
RFP # 2026SFS02 

Grants Consulting Services 
 

c/o Ho-Chunk Nation Treasury Department 
Procurement Division 
Attn: Steve Sallaway 
W9814 Airport Road 

Black River Falls, WI  54615 
 

The Ho-Chunk Nation is inviting sealed bids for the above referenced project. Only firms with the 
capability, experience, and expertise with similar projects should obtain the Invitation for Bid document 
and submit bids. 
 
Sealed bids must be submitted by 2:00 PM CST on February 17, 2026.  Any bids received after this date 
and time will be rejected and returned to the bidder unopened.  
  
Documents may be obtained by downloading it at https://ho-chunknation.com/procurement-
opportunities/    Search on the bid number and bid title. 
  
Please call Steve Sallaway at 800-779-2873, Ext. 11227 for response to any questions or requests for 
additional information. 
 
Published this ____________day of ________________, 2026. 
 
Steve Sallaway 
Procurement Agent 
Ho-Chunk Nation 
 
The Ho-Chunk Nation reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

while strengthening government-to-
government consultation between 
tribes and federal agencies.

“Our economy is stronger when 
small businesses can succeed, and in 
tribal communities, Native-owned 
businesses are often the backbone 
of local economies,” Davids said 
in a statement. “For too long, 
Native entrepreneurs have faced 
unnecessary barriers to accessing 
the tools and resources they need to 
grow, create jobs, and compete.”

Supporters of the bill say 
codifying the Office of Native 
American Affairs would help ensure 
Native businesses have consistent 
representation within the SBA and 

better access to federal contracting 
and development programs.

The legislation previously passed 
in the U.S. House of Representatives 
with bipartisan support in 2024 
and advanced out of committee 
in the Senate in 2023, but did not 
become law before the end of the 
congressional session. Lawmakers 
are now working to move the 
bill forward again in the current 
Congress.

Davids has also worked on other 
efforts related to Native business 
development, including advocating 
for fair access to federal contracting 
opportunities and oversight of 
small-business relief programs.

Continued from Page 5
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HHCDA Board of Commissioners 
December Regular Meeting 

December 30th, 2025 
12:00 pm 

HHCDA Main Office 
1116 E Monowua St 

Tomah, WI 
54660 

 
Minutes 

 
Vice Chair Mike Goze (p) 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. (p) 
Commissioner Lucinda Lonetree (p) 
Commissioner Fidel Delarosa (p) 
Commissioner Missy Red Cloud (np) 
Commissioner Marlys Whiteagle (p) 

Commissioner Kelly LaMere (np) 
Commissioner Cheri Byhre (p 12:14)  
Commissioner Ben Krause (p/v) 
Commissioner Rebecca Nambo (p) 
Commissioner Wilfrid Cleveland (p 12:35) 

  
Quorum is established at 12:03 pm 
 
Opening Prayer provided by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa 
 
Agenda Approval: 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass to approve the December 30th, 2025 Agenda. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Ben Krause. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
 
Meeting Minute Ratification: October Regular Meeting, November Regular Meeting 
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to ratify the November Regular Meeting Minutes. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
  
Executive Session: 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass to enter Executive Session. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Ben Krause. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
 
Board enters Executive Session at 12:10 pm 
Commissioner Cheri Byhre arrives 12:14 pm 
Commissioner Wilfrid Cleveland arrives at 12:35 pm 
Board returns from Executive Session at 1:07 pm 
 
Commissioner Ben Krause never logs back on web ex after Executive Session.  
 
Staff Reports: 
Finance –  
(Budget Modifications) 

• Housing Management 

 

 

HHCDA Board of Commissioners 
December Regular Meeting 

December 30th, 2025 
12:00 pm 

HHCDA Main Office 
1116 E Monowua St 

Tomah, WI 
54660 

 
Minutes 

 
Vice Chair Mike Goze (p) 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. (p) 
Commissioner Lucinda Lonetree (p) 
Commissioner Fidel Delarosa (p) 
Commissioner Missy Red Cloud (np) 
Commissioner Marlys Whiteagle (p) 

Commissioner Kelly LaMere (np) 
Commissioner Cheri Byhre (p 12:14)  
Commissioner Ben Krause (p/v) 
Commissioner Rebecca Nambo (p) 
Commissioner Wilfrid Cleveland (p 12:35) 

  
Quorum is established at 12:03 pm 
 
Opening Prayer provided by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa 
 
Agenda Approval: 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass to approve the December 30th, 2025 Agenda. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Ben Krause. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
 
Meeting Minute Ratification: October Regular Meeting, November Regular Meeting 
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to ratify the November Regular Meeting Minutes. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
  
Executive Session: 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass to enter Executive Session. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Ben Krause. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
 
Board enters Executive Session at 12:10 pm 
Commissioner Cheri Byhre arrives 12:14 pm 
Commissioner Wilfrid Cleveland arrives at 12:35 pm 
Board returns from Executive Session at 1:07 pm 
 
Commissioner Ben Krause never logs back on web ex after Executive Session.  
 
Staff Reports: 
Finance –  
(Budget Modifications) 

• Housing Management 

 

 

Moving $40,905.00 from Utilities Electric ($15,000.00) and Utilities Gas ($25,405.00) to 
Employee Benefits ($10,000.00), Property Insurance ($23,510.00), Office Supplies ($1,200.00), 
Postage ($25.00) Dues % Subscriptions ($200.00), and Software Tech Support ($5,960.00).  

• Development 
Moving $5,100.00 from Employee Benefits to Employee Wages.  

• Tenant Services 
Moving $15,000.00 from Employee Benefits to Software Capitalization. 

• Administration  
Moving $5,757.00 from Telephone & Internet ($4,507.00) and Board Travel ($1,250.00) to Audit 
Fees ($4,507.00), Accounting Fees, and Board Conferences ($1,250.00) 

• Community Resource & Training Center 
Moving $6,100.00 from Employee Benefits ($5,000.00) and Vehicle Equipment Capitalized 
($1,100.00) to Employee Wages ($5,000.00) and Vehicle Insurance & Fuel/Maintenance 
($1,100.00). 

 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to approve the Housing Management, Development, 
Tenants Services, Administration, and CRTC budget modifications. Motion Seconded by Commissioner 
Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to accept the December Finance Report. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Grants –  
(Resolution 12-30-25 A) ROSS Grant 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to approve Resolution 12-30-25 A application for 
ROSS Grant. Motion Seconded by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to accept the December Grant Report. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Operations –  
Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to accept the December Operations Report. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Development – 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to accept the December Development Report. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Cheri Byhre. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Executive Director –  
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to approve the December Executive Director Report. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Cheri Byhre. Motion Carried 6-1-0 Commissioner Marlys Whiteagle 
 
Unfinished Business: 

a. Job Description / Organization Chart 
b. IHP Policies 

Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to table unfinished business. Motion Seconded by Commissioner 
Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 7-0-0 

 

 

Moving $40,905.00 from Utilities Electric ($15,000.00) and Utilities Gas ($25,405.00) to 
Employee Benefits ($10,000.00), Property Insurance ($23,510.00), Office Supplies ($1,200.00), 
Postage ($25.00) Dues % Subscriptions ($200.00), and Software Tech Support ($5,960.00).  

• Development 
Moving $5,100.00 from Employee Benefits to Employee Wages.  

• Tenant Services 
Moving $15,000.00 from Employee Benefits to Software Capitalization. 

• Administration  
Moving $5,757.00 from Telephone & Internet ($4,507.00) and Board Travel ($1,250.00) to Audit 
Fees ($4,507.00), Accounting Fees, and Board Conferences ($1,250.00) 

• Community Resource & Training Center 
Moving $6,100.00 from Employee Benefits ($5,000.00) and Vehicle Equipment Capitalized 
($1,100.00) to Employee Wages ($5,000.00) and Vehicle Insurance & Fuel/Maintenance 
($1,100.00). 

 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to approve the Housing Management, Development, 
Tenants Services, Administration, and CRTC budget modifications. Motion Seconded by Commissioner 
Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to accept the December Finance Report. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Grants –  
(Resolution 12-30-25 A) ROSS Grant 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to approve Resolution 12-30-25 A application for 
ROSS Grant. Motion Seconded by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to accept the December Grant Report. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Operations –  
Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to accept the December Operations Report. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Development – 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. to accept the December Development Report. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Cheri Byhre. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Executive Director –  
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to approve the December Executive Director Report. Motion 
Seconded by Commissioner Cheri Byhre. Motion Carried 6-1-0 Commissioner Marlys Whiteagle 
 
Unfinished Business: 

a. Job Description / Organization Chart 
b. IHP Policies 

Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to table unfinished business. Motion Seconded by Commissioner 
Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 7-0-0 

 

 

 
New Business: 

a. Email Issues 
b. Unit insulation 

Commissioner Whiteagle has concerns over not being able to receive emails from HHCDA staff. Board 
Secretary Kruse explains the Ho-Chunk Nation sent a email out that the issue is not on IT side. Issue is 
with personal emails.  
 
Commissioner Delarosa ask staff when unit insulation is checked. Executive Director Pettibone will have 
staff look into the process.  
 
Policies: 
Motion by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa to approve the HHCDA Rapid Rehousing, Urban Rent, Post-
Secondary, and Rental Assistance Policy with the addition of requirement of a W-9 from the Landlord. 
Motion Seconded by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
HHCDA Charter of Incorporation: 
Motion by Commissioner Cheri Byhre to send a recommendation to the Ho-Chunk Legislators to amend 
the HHCDA Charter of Incorporation. Recommendation is to remove one Commissioner from Jackson 
County and adding a Commissioner to represent Brown County. Motion Seconded by Commissioner 
Fidel Delarosa. Motion Carried 4-3-0 Commissioner Wilfrid Cleveland, Commissioner Rebecca Nambo, 
Commissioner Lucinda Lonetree 
 
HHCDA Chairperson: 
Note: Kelly Jo Funmaker submitted her letter of resignation as the HHCDA Jackson County 
Commissioner to the Board and Executive Director. 
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to Appoint Missy Red Cloud as Chairperson of the HHCDA 
Board of Commissioners. Motion Seconded by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to grant Signature Authority as HHCDA Chairperson to 
Missy Red Cloud. Motion Seconded by Commissioner Fidel Delarosa. Motion Carried 7-0-0 
 
Commissioner Fidel Delarosa leaves the meeting at 4:00 pm 
 
Executive Session:  
Motion by Commissioner Rebecca Nambo to enter Executive Session. Motion Seconded by 
Commissioner Donald Greengrass Sr. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
Board enters Executive Session at 4:10 pm 
Board returns from Executive Session at 5:11 pm 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion by Commissioner Donald Greengrass to Adjourn. Motion Seconded by Commissioner Rebecca 
Nambo. Motion Carried 6-0-0 
Meeting is adjourned at 5:12 pm 
  
 
 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
AAddaamm  MM..  KKrruussee  
Adam M. Kruse 
HHCDA Board Secretary 
 
Next Meeting: 
January 22nd, 2026 
12:00 pm 
HHCDA Main Offices 
1116 E Monowua St. 
Tomah, WI  
54660 
 
 

Dave’s locations in 
Wisconsin Dells and helped 
with the early development 
of Sundara Spa’s restaurant 
expansion. That taught me 
everything about operations, 
front-of-house, customer 
service, and large-scale food 
production. I also spent 
three months working with 
Sean Sherman helping open 
his restaurant. All of those 

experiences prepared me for 
this moment. I feel confident 
and capable of doing this 
work now.

What do you hope people 
say about the restaurant a 
year after it opens?

I hope people say it’s 
a place where good food 
and good conversation 
happen. When you drop the 
walls of race, politics, and 
differences and just share a 

meal, something changes. 
I want it to be inclusive, a 
space that builds community 
and celebrates art. Art has 
felt like a luxury lately, but 
this is exactly the time we 
need it.

In the mornings, we’ll 
offer pastries, coffee, 
smoothies, and grab-and-go 
items. Lunch will include 
salads and sandwiches made 
in-house with bread sourced 

locally. It will be high-
quality but still accessible 
with a range of prices.

Is there anything else 
you’d like to add?

It’s incredibly humbling 
to be a Ho-Chunk woman 
opening a restaurant 
downtown near the Capitol 
and the university. That 
hasn’t happened before. 
I feel the responsibility 
of it, and it’s terrifying 

sometimes, but also 
beautiful. Growth happens 
when you’re uncomfortable. 
I haven’t lost my passion for 
the kitchen or the healing 
that happens there.

I didn’t have to leave my 
community to do this work. 
I didn’t have to move to 
Minneapolis or Chicago. I’m 
still here, still contributing 
to my community. That 
means everything to me.

Continued from Page 9
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HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
EXECUTIVE OFFICES

BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
JANUARY 6, 2026

Call to Order: President Jon 
Greendeer called the meeting 
to order at 10:01 a.m.

Roll Call:
President Jon Greendeer-P
Vice President Lambert Cleveland, Jr.-P
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-P
Rep. Tracy Thundercloud-P
Rep. Paul Fox-VC
Rep. Damian Thundercloud-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kyle White Eagle-VC
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle-P
Rep. Edward Mullen-VC
Rep. David Greendeer-VC
Rep. Sandra Whitewing-VC

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 10:02 
a.m.

Opening Prayer: President 
Greendeer offered a word of 
prayer.

Approval of Agenda: 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to approve the agenda as 
presented. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Approval of Previous Meeting 
Minutes:

Legislative Meeting-December 
23, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 

Begay to approve the December 
23, 2025 Legislative Meeting 
minutes with corrections. 
Second by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Commission Reports: 

Health, Insurance, Education, 
and Social Services 
Commission-December 29, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
approve the December 29, 
2025 Health, Insurance, 
Education, and Social Services 
Commission Meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Environmental 
Protection Agency 2026-2028 
Clean Air Act Section 103 
Program Funding Application

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 01-06-26 
A, Environmental Protection 
Agency 2026-2028 Clean 
Air Act Section 103 Program 
Funding Application. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorizing for the 
Health Department to Enter 
into Affiliation Agreement with 
the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 01-
06-26 B, Authorizing for the 
Health Department to Enter 
into Affiliation Agreement with 
the University of Wisconsin-
La Crosse. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Reso lu t ion-Author i z ing 
Affiliation Agreement with 
Walden University 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
01-06-26 C, Authorizing 
Affiliation Agreement with 
Walden University. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization for 
the Department of Education 
Division of Higher Education 
to Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the 
Ho-Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency 

MOTION by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle to adopt Resolution 01-
06-26 D, Authorization for 
the Department of Education 
Division of Higher Education 
to Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Ho-
Chunk Housing and Community 
Development Agency. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Development Commission-
December 30, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to approve 
the December 30, 2025 
Development Commission 
Meeting minutes with 
corrections. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Unfinished Business: 

Resolution-Authorization to 
Deduct Amounts from Annual 
Gaming Compact Payment for 
Contribution Toward District 
1 Community Center Solar 
Project

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer Resolution-
Authorization to Deduct 
Amounts from Annual 
Gaming Compact Payment for 
Contribution Toward District 1 
Community Center Solar Project 
to the Finance Commission for 

funding resources and additional 
information. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 11-0-1(Rep. Edward 
Mullen) MOTION CARRIED. 

New Business:

Resolution-Approval for 
Designation and Funding of 
Cultural Resources Division 
Building Capital Project 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 01-06-26 
E, Approval for Designation 
and Funding of Cultural 
Resources Division Building 
Capital Project. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 
9-1(Rep. David Greendeer)-
2(Rep. Edward Mullen, Rep. 
Shelby Visintin) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Emergency Budget Mod 
(Department of Business)

Rep. Phyllis Smoke explained 
the reason for the budget mod 
is due to a failing water heater at 
Ho-Chunk Gaming Black River 
Falls. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to approve the budget 
mod 210.780.122325.D1 in 
the amount of $18,000 on an 
emergency basis. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Per Capita 
Declaration for February 1, 
2026 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 01-
06-26 F, Per Capita Declaration 
for February 1, 2026. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Confirmation of 
Marsha Smith to the Election 
Board as the District 2 La 
Crosse Member

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-06-26 G, Confirmation of 
Marsha Smith to the Election 
Board as the District 2 La Crosse 
Member. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Confirmation of 
Ethel Funmaker to the Election 
Board as the District 2 La 
Crosse Alternate 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-06-26 H, Confirmation of 
Ethel Funmaker to the Election 
Board as the District 2 La Crosse 
Alternate. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization to 
Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with First 
Nations Community Financial 
for the 2026 Heating Assistance 
Program 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to TABLE Resolution-
Authorization to Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with First Nations Community 
Financial for the 2026 Heating 
Assistance Program until after 
Executive Session. Second by 
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Madison Pow Wow

Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle stated that there will be a 
pow wow in Madison April 25, 
2026. The security deposit needs 
to be paid. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
approve funding of $125,000 
out of the Pow wow line item 
for the April 25, 2026 Madison 
pow wow, with reconciliation 
and the check made payable 
Continued on Page 14

 
 

Notice of Filing a Vacancy and Deadline 
For Districts 4  

Election Board Alternate 
Term ending December 2026 

 
 

Districts   Number of Election Board Members  Alternate 
Chicago                      1      
 
TERMS: This term ends December 2026. 
 
NOMINATION:  One (1) Alternate to represent for your District 
and must be voted upon during your District’s monthly meeting in 
March 2026. 
 
The District’s meeting minute must include the nomination of your 
Election Board Alternate. The minutes must be emailed to the Election 
Board Office no later than 
 

4:00 PM – Friday, April 30, 2026 
 

 
HO-CHUNK NATION ELECTION BOARD OFFICE 

W8801 Mission Road 
Black River Falls, WI. 54615 

Email: election.board@ho-chunk.com 
715/284-8900 • 800/890-0583  

Posted Tuesday, February 3, 2026 
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HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
EXECUTIVE OFFICES

BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
JANUARY 20, 2026

Call to Order: President Jon 
Greendeer called the meeting 
to order at 10:00 a.m.

Roll Call:
President Jon Greendeer-P
Vice President Lambert Cleveland, Jr.-P
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-VC
Rep. Tracy Thundercloud-P
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Damian Thundercloud-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kyle White Eagle-P
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle-P
Rep. Edward Mullen-VC
Rep. David Greendeer-VC
Rep. Sandra Whitewing-VC

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:01 a.m.

Opening Prayer: Rep. Paul 
Fox offered a word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
approve the agenda ADDING 
under New Business G. 
Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
01-06-26 J Authorization to 
Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
First Nations Community 
Financial for the 2026 Heating 
Assistance Program and 
H. Village West Operating 
Account, and under District 
Meetings L. D3 Tee hoikšek – 
January 13, 2026. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Approval of Previous 
Meeting Minutes:

Legislative Meeting-January 
6, 2026

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the January 
6, 2026 Legislative Meeting 
minutes with corrections. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Commission Reports: 

Gaming Commission Report

A written report was received. 
The Gaming Commission was 
not present.

Government Administration 
Commission-January 8, 2026

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the 
January 8, 2026 Government 
Administration Commission 
Meeting minutes with 
corrections. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Unfinished Business: No 
agenda items.

New Business:

MAST Impact Week-Rep. 
Stephanie Begay

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve up to 4 
Legislators to attend MAST 
Impact Week. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
for the Department of Social 
Services Tribal Aging Unit 
to Apply for the 2026-2028 
Older Americans Act Title 
VI Nutrition and Supportive 
Services Caregiver Grants 
to American Indian and 
Alaskan Native Tribes

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 01-20-
26 A, Authorization for 
the Department of Social 
Services Tribal Aging Unit 
to Apply for the 2026-2028 
Older Americans Act Title 
VI Nutrition and Supportive 
Services Caregiver Grants to 
American Indian and Alaskan 
Native Tribes. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Resolution-Authorization to 
Place the Hooca\k Nation 
Children and Family Act (4 
HCC § 3) out for Forty-Five 
Day Public Comment

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
01-20-26 B, Authorization 
to Place the Hooca\k Nation 
Children and Family Act (4 
HCC § 3) out for Forty-Five 
Day Public Comment. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 10-0-2(Rep. Stephanie 
Begay, Rep. David Greendeer) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Adoption of 
Amendments to the Ho-
Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency Charter

Proposed changes to the 
Charter include adding a 
Green Bay representative 
to the Board, changes to the 
background investigation, the 
Commissioner’s meetings, 
quorum, and vacancies.

A few Legislators expressed 
they would prefer having 
a meeting with HHCDA to 
discuss changes to the Charter 
before adoption. 

The Executive Director of 
HHCDA expressed their 
concerns regarding the 
representation of the Board, 
taking redistricting in to 
consideration. The Executive 
Director of HHCDA requested 
this item be tabled and 
schedule a meeting with 
the Legislature to discuss 
the proposed changes to the 
Charter.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 01-20-26 C, 
Adoption of Amendments to 
the Ho-Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency Charter. Second by 
Rep. Tracy Thundercloud. 
7-3(Rep. Tracy Thundercloud, 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke, Rep. 
David Greendeer)-2(Rep. 
Edward Mullen, Rep. Sandra 
Whitewing) MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization to 
Place Proposed Amendments 
to the Ho-Chunk Tribal 
Member Assistance and 
Charitable Request Act (4 
HCC § 8) out for Thirty Day 
Public Comment

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 01-20-26 
D, Authorization to Place 
Proposed Amendments to the 
Ho-Chunk Tribal Member 
Assistance and Charitable 
Request Act (4 HCC § 8) 
out for Thirty Day Public 
Comment. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud out of 
the room.

Resolution-Authorization 
of Funding from the Local 
Assistance and Tribal 
Consistency Fund Restricted 
Account to Support Tribal 
Public and Community 
Services on Ho-Chunk 
Nation Lands

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 01-20-26 
E, Authorization of Funding 
from the Local Assistance 
and Tribal Consistency Fund 
Restricted Account to Support 
Tribal Public and Community 
Services on Ho-Chunk 
Nation Lands. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud out of 
the room.

Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
01-06-26 J Authorization to 
Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
First Nations Community 
Financial for the 2026 
Heating Assistance Program

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-20-26 F, Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
01-06-26 J Authorization to 
Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with 
First Nations Community 
Financial for the 2026 Heating 
Assistance Program. Second 

by Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 11-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud out of the room.

Village West Operating 
Account

Attorney Garnett stated that 
the Village West Operating 
Account would allow Horizon 
to get things going at Cloud 
Village. The working capital 
reserve is a part of the contract.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to approve a 
budget mod in the amount of 
$40,000 from Special Projects 
to the Village West Housing 
Other Operating Account, on 
an emergency basis. Second 
by Rep. Tracy Thundercloud. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud 
out of the room.

District Meetings:

D1 Nįįoxawanį – January 14, 
2026

MOTION by Rep. Tracy 
Thundercloud to refer to the 
Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Carol Garvin for 
District 1 Legislators approve 
the D1CC Solar Panel Project 
up to the amount of $589,000. 
Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

READ FOR THE RECORD:
MOTION by Ashley Gerdes to 
deny the request of $60,000 for 
the Ho-Chunk Youth Baseball 
Association (HCYBA). 15-6-
3 Motion Carried.

MOTION by Rep. Tracy 
Thundercloud to refer to 
the Finance Commission 
the MOTION by Forrest 
Funmaker to appropriate 
$40,000 to the Ho-Chunk 
Library. Motion is amended 
to appropriate $40,000 to the 
Ho-Chunk Library and for the 
District 1 Legislators support 
the Education Department’s 
budget modification at the next 
Finance Commission. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-0-1(Rep. 
Edward Mullen) MOTION 
CARRIED.

to Shane Funmaker on an 
emergency basis. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 8-0-
4(Rep. Tracy Thundercloud, 
Rep. David Greendeer, Rep. 
Edward Mullen, Rep. Sandra 
Whitewing) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

July 31, 2025 Finance 
Commission Meeting Motion 
(Language Instructors)

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to superseded the July 
31, 2025 Finance Commission 
motion regarding the language 
instructors, and clarify the 
funding coming from D4 
Community Improvement 
fund. Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 
3-8(Rep. Stephanie Begay, Vice 
President Lambert Cleveland, 
Jr., Rep. David Greendeer, 
Rep. Sandra Whitewing, Rep. 
Shelby Visintin, Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud, Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle, Rep. Edward 
Mullen)-1(Rep. Sarah Lemieux-
White Eagle) MOTION 
DEFEATED.

MOTION by Rep. David 
Greendeer to request a legal 
opinion to compose a neutral 
amendment, that works for 
all districts in regards to 
the restricted funds and for 
Resolution 02-23-16 H. Second 
by Rep. Kyle White Eagle. 12-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Executive Session (Business 
Matters, Criminal Matters, 
Inter-governmental Relations, 
Land, Law Enforcement, 
Legal Advice, Personnel 
Matters, Public Safety or 
Well-Being:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move to Executive Session 
for Business Matters, Criminal 
Matters, Inter-governmental 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting moved to Executive 
Session at 10:47 a.m.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 

Thundercloud to return to Open 
Session. Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke.  12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

The meeting returned to Open 
Session at 12:13 p.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session. Second 
by Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke is out of the 
room.

Release to Open Session: 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-06-26 I, Indian Gaming 
Association Membership for 
2026 and release to Open 
Session. Second by Vice 
President Lambert Cleveland, 
Jr. 9-0-3(Rep. Edward Mullen, 
Rep. David Greendeer, Rep. 
Sandra Whitewing) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS (RE-
VISITED):

Resolution-Authorization to 
Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with First 
Nations Community Financial 
for the 2026 Heating Assistance 
Program 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-06-26 J, Authorization to 
Enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with First 
Nations Community Financial 
for the 2026 Heating Assistance 
Program, and request Legislative 
Legal and the Legislative 
Finance team to follow up with 
Cedar Growth. Second by Rep. 
Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke is out of the 
room.

Amendment to the Agenda:
MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to add 
HHCDA to the agenda. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 11-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Phyllis Smoke is out of the room.

HHCDA

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
request Legislative Legal 
draft a resolution for next 
session adding Green Bay to 
the HHCDA Charter. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 
MOTION IS AMENDED for 
the resolution also to include the 
revisions from the December 
9, 2025 Legislative Meeting, 
excluding the composition of 
the board. Second concurs. 
8-2(Rep. Tracy Thundercloud, 
Rep. David Greendeer)-1(Rep. 
Edward Mullen) MOTION 
CARRIED. Rep. Phyllis Smoke 
is out of the room.

Adjournment: 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adjourn the 
Legislative Meeting to January 
20, 2026 at the Tribal Office 
Building in Black River Falls, 
Wisconsin. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Phyllis Smoke is out of the room.

The Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 12:20 p.m.
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READ FOR THE RECORD:
MOTION by Forrest Funmaker 
to keep 2 Commissioners for 
the BRF Area on the HHCDA 
Board.

MOTION by Rep. Tracy 
Thundercloud to refer to Office 
of the President and Heritage 
Preservation the MOTION by 
Wilfrid Cleveland whoever 
is in charge of the Legion 
Building to bring all of Mitchell 
Red Cloud, Jr.’s artifacts be 
brought upstairs and display 
them appropriately. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

D1 Mąąnįco Horuzra – 
January 15, 2026

MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to refer to Office of the 
President and Department of 
Administration the MOTION 
by Wehah Helgeson to have 
the Nation establish a phone 
number and e-mail for tribal 
members that are detained 
to be able to contact the 
Nation on the front page of 
the Nation’s website, strictly 
used for ICE issues while 
using current cyber security 
measures. Second by Rep. 
Tracy Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
refer to Heritage Preservation 
and Enrollment the MOTION 
by Cheyenne Yellowbank to 
have Enrollment provide tribal 
ids at the Twin Cities Branch 
Office for a two-day event, a 
Friday and Saturday. Second 
by Rep. Tracy Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:
MOTION by Danielle DeLong 
to appropriate $40,000 to Ho-
Chunk Library and for the 
District 1 Legislators support 
the Education Department’s 
budget modification at the next 
Finance Commission meeting. 
17-0-0 Motion Carried.

READ FOR THE RECORD:
MOTION by Libby Fairchild 
for District 1 Legislators 
approve the D1CC Solar Panel 
Project up to the amount of 
$589,000. 17-0-0 Motion 
Carried.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to refer to the Legislative 
Branch, Office of the President 
and the Attorney General the 
MOTION by Wendy Helgamo 
to have the Nation confer, 
alert and strategize with tribal 
organizations that the Nation 
are members of and make 
ICE issues a high priority 
with COLT, NARF, NCAI, 
MAST and other national 
organizations to assist with 
civil unions to protect tribal 
sovereignty. Second by Rep. 
Tracy Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to refer to the Finance 
Commission the MOTION 
by Mike Goze to approve 
$10,000 from the Community 
Improvement Fund for 
the Indigenous Protectors 
Movement on an emergency 
basis. Second by Rep. 
Tracy Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to refer to Office of the 

President for a plan for the 
month of March, and refer to 
the Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Libby Fairchild 
to allocate $25,000 for food 
security for tribal members 
affected by SNAP benefit 
suspensions and to reinstate 
President Greendeer’s 
supplement program for tribal 
members that will lose their 
SNAP benefits. Second by 
Rep. Tracy Thundercloud. 12-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

D2 Hįnųkwas– January 12, 
2026

READ FOR THE RECORD:
MOTION by Tracy Littlejohn 
for the Legislative Aide to send 
an email notification when the 
Rental Code is put out for 45-
day comment. 10-0-0 Motion 
Carried.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
Office of the President and 
Enrollment the MOTION 
by Tracy Littlejohn for 
Enrollment to provide 
information to TAU when a 
tribal member reaches elder 
age. Second by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
Legislative Legal to draft a 
memo and send the Cedar 
Growth regarding the 
MOTION by Ethel Funmaker 
for Cedar Growth not to share 
personal information with any 
third-party agencies through 
the Heating Assistance 
Program. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
the Finance Commission 
the MOTION by Donald 
Greengrass to donate $5,000 
to Native American Veterans 
Assistance (NAVA). Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

D2 Ho’ųnį Xųnųnįk – 
January 13, 2026

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislative 
Legal the MOTION by Myra 
Jo Price for Cedar Growth not 
to share personal information 
with third parties. Second by 
Rep. Kyle White Eagle. 11-
0-1(Rep. Stephanie Begay) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Rep. Stephanie Begay stated 
she abstained as her mother 
was the second to the area 
meeting motion.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to HHCDA the 
MOTION by Myra Jo Price to 
review previous area motions 
to pertaining to HHCDA 
and request a response from 
HHCDA. Second by Rep. 
Kyle White Eagle. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to HHCDA 
the MOTION by Priscilla 
Cleveland for HHCDA Board 
of Commissioners meetings 
be available virtually. Second 
by Rep. Kyle White Eagle. 12-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislature 
the MOTION by Roberta 

Decorah for Legislature 
to review most current 
organizational chart for 
HHCDA and it aligns with the 
budget. Second by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle. 11-0-1(Rep. 
Stephanie Begay) MOTION 
CARRIED. Rep. Stephanie 
Begay stated she abstained 
as her mother made the area 
meeting motion.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislature 
the MOTION by Steve 
Eades for a HCN Legislator 
attend HHCDA Board of 
Commissioner meetings. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislature 
the MOTION by Myra Jo 
Price for the HCN Legislature 
to attend Native American 
Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act 
(NAHASDA) training as 
their fiduciary responsibility. 
Second by Rep. Kyle White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

D2 Hoxaįkeja/Hoguceja/
Nįžhakisųc – January 14, 
2026

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to the 
D2 Reps. the MOTION by 
Christine Funmaker-Romano 
for District 2 Representatives 
to vote against D4 Legislators 
travel to California for tribal 
member outreach. Second by 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
11-1(Rep. Edward Mullen)-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to 
Legislature the MOTION 
by Weeta Montelongo to 
support Lucinda Lonetree to 
stay on the HHCDA Board of 
Commissioners to represent 
Sauk County. Second by Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to the 
Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Cindy Tack to 
budget for each area meeting 
$250 for in-person drawings 
each month as follows for 
a total of $36,000 annually. 
District 1 BRF & St. Paul 
$500x12=$6,000; District 2 
La Crosse, Tomah & Indian 
Heights $750x12=$9,000; 
District 3 Green Bay, Madison, 
Milwaukee, Wittenberg 
& Wisconsin Rapids 
$1,250x12=$15,000; District 
4 Chicago $250x12=$3,000 
for a total of $36,000 and to be 
addressed as soon as possible. 
Second by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud. 11-0-1(Rep. 
Edward Mullen) MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Kyle 
White Eagle to refer to Office 
of the President, Heritage 
Preservation and Enrollment 
the MOTION by Barb 
Funmaker for Enrollment 
to be mobile to each one of 
our tribal communities and 
a virtual process to assist our 
tribal members with Tribal ID 
cards immediately. Second by 
Rep. Damian Thundercloud. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

D3 Tešišik – January 7, 2026

No motions.

D3 Pac cinąk – January 12, 
2026

MOTION by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. to 
refer to Twelve Clans, Inc. the 
MOTION by Shelby Wulf for 
12 Clans to have their meeting 
the day of General Council 
before quorum is met. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. to 
refer to Twelve Clans, Inc. 
the MOTION by Lanette 
Walker for a 12 Clans member 
to attend the February Area 
Meeting. Second by Rep. 
Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

D3 Tejop – January 14, 2026

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to the Finance Commission 
the MOTION by Marlys 
Whiteagle that Legislature 
get economic assistance in the 
amount of $25,000 for those 
that are in need of assistance 
and send to the Branch Offices 
to reconcile. Second by Vice 
President Lambert Cleveland, 
Jr. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to Office of the President and 
Enrollment the MOTION 
by Marlys Whiteagle for the 
President to extend ID service 
until 8 PM. Second by Vice 
President Lambert Cleveland, 
Jr. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
refer to Legislative Counsel 
and the Attorney General the 
MOTION by Marlys Whiteagle 
to reinstate General Council 
Agnecy with obligation to the 
constitution, page 4, section 
3. Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
refer to Legislative Counsel 
and the Attorney General 
the MOTION by Marlys 
Whiteagle to eliminate the 
Establishment Act. Second 
by Vice President Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. 9-0-3(Rep. 
Tracy Thundercloud, Rep. 
Sandra Whitewing, Rep. 
Edward Mullen) MOTION 
CARRIED.
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-
White Eagle stated that the 
Establishment Act referenced 
in the area meeting motion is 
the Office of General Council 
Establishment Act.

D3 Cexhaci – January 15, 
2026

No motions.

D4 Gųųšgonąk – January 12, 
2026

No motions.

D4 Virtual Meeting – January 
14, 2026

MOTION by Rep. Edward 
Mullen to refer to the 
Personnel Department the 
MOTION by Reta Littlegeorge 

to clarify descendants getting 
job preference verification. 
Second by Rep. David 
Greendeer. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

READ FOR THE RECORD:
MOTION by Reta Littlegeorge 
to utilize the D4 restricted 
funds for D4 Legislators and 
Aide for $1,000 each to travel 
to D4. The funds will need to 
be utilized before June with 
reconciliation.6-0-0 Motion 
Carried.

D3 Tee hoikšek – January 13, 
2026

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to Twelve Clans, Inc. the 
MOTION by Tina Hindsley 
to request 12 Clans to have 
their Annual Shareholders 
meeting in conjunction with 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Annual 
General Council Meeting. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Executive Session (Business 
Matters, Criminal Matters, 
I n t e r - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move to Executive Session 
for Business Matters, Criminal 
Matters, Inter-governmental 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being. Second 
by Rep. Sandra Whitewing. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting moved to 
Executive Session at 10:58 
a.m.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to return to Open Session. 
Second by Vice President 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

The meeting returned to Open 
Session at 12:41 p.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action 
taken in Executive Session. 
Second by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
David Greendeer is not online.

Release to Open Session: 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-20-26 G, Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 03-
20-18H regarding Legislative 
Office Credit Card Usage 
Policy for Elected Officials 
and Employees and authorize 
release of the resolution to 
Open Session. Second by Rep. 
Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle. 
11-0-1(Rep. Edward Mullen) 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Adjournment: 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adjourn the 
Legislative Meeting to 
February 3, 2026 at the Tribal 
Office Building in Black River 
Falls, Wisconsin. Second by 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
David Greendeer is not online.

The Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 12:43 p.m.
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